FRER F.A.Q.s

What is the adoption process?

The first step in the adoption process is to fill out and return the application and signed rules.  Once approved, we will contact you to show you horses that might be a match for you.  If you are scheduled to see a horse that can be ridden, you will ride the horse under the supervision of one of our trainers.  If a horse is found to be a good match and everyone agrees to move ahead in the placement process, FRER will schedule a site inspection as necessary and a Brand Inspection before a horse can move.  Once the brand inspection is completed and the adoption fee is paid in full, you may pick the horse up.  On occasion, we can recommend someone to transport the horse at adopter’s expense.  

How long does the application/adoption process usually take?

The approval time for an application is usually under 48 hours.  The time from that point on depends on schedules for viewing horses (an appointment can usually be made within a few days time if everyone’s schedules agree) and a site inspection and brand inspection can usually be scheduled within 1-2 weeks after a decision is made on a horse.  Previously approved adopters will take less time.  

What are your adoption fees/how are they determined?

FRER’s adoption fees usually range between $400--$950.  The fees are based on the overall age, health and soundness, training level and riding limitations/abilities the horse has.  We do occasionally have young or special needs horses whose fees may be lower, as well as some horses that may be a bit higher.  

Are the fees negotiable?

No.  FRER has a lot of money and time invested into each horse. We have to pay the vets, farriers, trainers and boarding facilities that work with and on our horses.  Our adoption fees are well below the “market value” for the horses, and well under what our expenses are.  

On occasion, we have given a small discount for multiple adoptions—whether at the same time, or should a person return to adopt another horse in the future, but this is not a routine practice.  

Is there a payment plan available?

No.  FRER feels that our fees are very reasonable, and that if it is a real issue for the adopter to come up with the adoption fee it will likely be difficult for the person to pay for the regular care of the horse let alone any unforeseen expenses—like an emergency vet bill.  

Will you hold a horse for me?

No.  We will not hold a horse for a person; it is not fair to the horse or to other qualified, prospective homes. If an adopter cannot immediately (within 1-2 weeks) take possession of the horse, perhaps due to completing a barn, fencing or a boarding facility to be made ready, the adopter can sometimes make arrangements for temporary boarding, at their expense, where the Front Range horse is located.  

Why do you require an application prior to showing horses?  

There are several reasons for this.  First of all, we house our horses at 5-6 different locations.  We want to know what type of horse you are looking for so we know where to send you.  Secondly, we are not fully staffed and most of us have other jobs, obligations, families, etc, so our screening process is designed to make the most efficient use of your time and ours.

Why do I need to make an appointment to see a horse?

Similar to the above question, there are a few reasons.  First, the rescue has many daily obligations outside of adoptions and our available “staff/volunteers” are limited.  We operate as professionals and schedule appointments to ensure that our other obligations are met as well making sure we have ample time to spend with you when you come to see a horse.  Other clients, vets or horse professional working with a horse would not appreciate constant interruption to show a horse to someone anymore than you would appreciate having your showing interrupted by someone else.  Secondly, for safety and liability concerns we need to en sure there is someone available to show horses—we do not allow anyone around the horses without supervision.  And many of our horses are housed at private homes and facilities with their own hours/schedules which need to be considered and respected.  Therefore, we never accept last minute requests or drop-ins.

Why are you closed on Sundays?  

Again, with our limited “staff/volunteers” we do need to make sure there are some limitations to what we ask of them.  We all have many obligations outside of FRER, we deserve one day a week that is definitely a day off.  

